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read with devotion and reverence. His theology, as I have
before said, consisted of boundless adoration of the great Name
of God, and a recognition of the unity of God and the nonentity
of all but God. As regards humanity, he held that all men were
equal; he impressed upon all the duty of charity, forbearance,,
and active beneficence; and he even extended his sympathies
to the lower creation, recommending abstinence from animal
food and the avoidance of any infliction of suffering on animal
creatures.

The first three successors of Guru Mnak were humble and
pious men, the third of whom accepted voluntary contributions
from the disciples. These were converted into *a compulsory tax
by the Fifth Guru, Arjun, who was an ambitious man. This
change brought with it wealth and power, and excited the alarm
of the Muhammadan rulers of the country, who could not view
without concern the upgrowth of what seemed to them a Hindu
sovereignty in the very heart of the district they had subdued.
Guru Arjun had attained some scholarship, and employed much
of his time in collecting the poems of his predecessors. These
he arranged in the form of a book, classifying them according
to the tunes to which they were sung, and almost doubling their
bulk by compositions of his own. The book as he left it ia
that which I have before spoken of as the Adi Granth. *

The government of the next four Gurus was chiefly charac-
terized by conflicts with the Muhammadans; and at length the
Tenth and last Guru arose, who completely changed the con-,
stitution of the fraternity. This was Guru Govind Singh, who
was born and educated as a thorough Hindu, being a devotee
of the goddess Durg&, He does not seem to have troubled
himself with points of doctrine ; his chief care was to re-organize
the society on a fighting basis, to enable it better to contend
with its Muhammadan antagonists. For this purpose he con-
verted the whole body into an army, which he named the
Khdlsd, that is, " the pure ;" and conferred upon each member
of the body his own name Singh, or "lion." To the present hour
the name of every member of the KMlsa, or army of the faithful,
ends in Singh. Guru Govind Singh also finally abolished caste
distinctions among his followers, and admitted members of all
castes to his army. In consequence of his military instincts,
lie was able to fight with determination against the Muham-
madans, and also to win their respect for his bravery and success,
insomuch that it is reported that Bahadur Shah received him
courteously and employed him in important offices.

Another thing which Guru Govind Singh did for Sikhisin
was to give it a second sacred work. This book was called the